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will be accomplished, even if the whole of the under-
taking should not be carried into execution. If my hon.
friend the member for Bristol will take my advice,
he will have nothing to do with the scheme in
question."
There may have been some foresight in Lord Palmer-
ston's belief that the existence of the Suez Canal would
lead eventually to a severance of connections between
Egypt and Turkey; but the intemperate language that
he chose to use cannot too strongly be reprehended.
It was personally grossly insulting to M. de Lesseps, a
national of a friendly Power, to say nothing more, and
held him up in the eyes of the world as a plausible
swindler and charlatan.   Such a public statement could
not go unanswered, and De Lesseps lost no time in
challenging the Prime Minister's remarks in a letter
addressed to the members of the Chambers of Com-
merce and of the Commercial Associations of Great
Britain, which, in the circumstances, was marked by
extreme moderation.   He did, however, point out that
so far from Turkey believing that the canal was to her
detriment,   the   British   Government   through   their
Ambassador at Constantinople had had to bring the
greatest pressure to bear on the Sultan to prevent him
from ratifying the concession.
Lord Palmerston had not the grace to modify his
strictures in a subsequent speech; but with a fine in-
difference went on to aggravate the situation in even
more offensive language. " I do not think, therefore,
that I am wrong in saying that the project is one of
those chimeras so often formed to induce English
capitalists to part with their money, the end being that